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From the
Chief executive officer

Thank you for picking up a copy of this edition of StreetWise as 
we reflect on 2017 and all that we have accomplished. 

The year 2017 marked the 25th anniversary of StreetWise. We 
celebrated 25 years of giving a hand up to more than 12,000 
Chicagoans who took their first steps on journeys of economic 
mobility.

StreetWise was born out of a concern for the limited number of 
options for the increasing number of people living on the streets. 
The sale of street papers was an opportunity to earn immediate 
cash to meet basic needs for food, housing, transportation, and 
other personal needs.    

Not only are vendors given the opportunity to earn an income, 
they are learning transferrable skills as they hone customer-
service, sales, and money management skills. As they establish 
and grow their street paper business, they save at least 90 cents 
on each sale in order to reinvest in the next week’s issue.

Over the past year, we have told the stories of our vendors inside 
the magazine, in our monthly newsletter, on YouTube and now in 
the pages of this report. While the individual stories are unique, 
there are common themes of unexpected life events, bad choices 
and hard luck. But, regardless of circumstances that bring 
someone to StreetWise, each individual is welcomed as part of a 
supportive community and given an equal chance to change their 
lives and circumstances.

While the core of the StreetWise mission hasn’t changed over 
the past 25 years, we will continue to evolve, grow and stretch 
to ensure we continue to be the go-to resource for people who 
need to earn money immediately.

As we look toward 2018 and beyond we will expand our sales 
training for vendors. We will continue to identify, train, and 
implement electronic and mobile payment options for vendors, 
as well as enhance our financial literacy training. We will seek out 
additional employment partners to provide more supportive jobs 
as our S.T.E.P. program participants seek to reenter the traditional 
wage market.

The hope that is created and the lives that are changed each 
day at StreetWise are possible because of you, our customers, 
donors, supporters, and volunteers who believe in second 
chances and believe that people matter and deserve the 
opportunity to change their path. Thank you!

We look forward to your continued 
support as we strive to give more 
people a hand up in their journey 
toward stability.

julie youngquist
Cheif Executive Officer

StreetWiseChicago

@StreetWise_CHI

StreetWiseChicago

@StreetWise_CHI

streetwise.org

StreetWiseChicago

@StreetWise _ CHI

DONATE at:

FOLLOW US at:

To empower the entrepreneurial spirit through the 
dignity of self-employment by providing Chicagoans 
facing homelessness with a combination of supportive 
services, workforce development resources and 
immediate access to gainful employment.
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StreetWise, Inc. is a dynamic 
and innovative employment 

agency that empowers people 
to work and provides access to the 

resources they need to bring dignity and 
self-sufficiency to their lives. The StreetWise 

model offers immediate access to employment 
through the Magazine Vendor Program. For those 

seeking traditional employment, the StreetWise 
Transitional Employment Program offers intensive 
job readiness and placement opportunities. These 

programs are strengthened by the Supportive 
Services program that provides direct assistance, 

referral and advocacy around housing, income 
stability, food and clothing, linkages to 

medical or mental health services, 
substance abuse or domestic 

violence services, as well as 
referrals for legal services. 
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Looking back on 25 years
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It’s hard to believe that 25 years ago, 
on August 24, 1992, the first edition of 
StreetWise hit the streets of Chicago. 
Our founder, Judd Lofchie, found 
a practical solution to the crisis of 
homelessness in Chicago. The idea 
was simple: give homeless men and 
women a chance to gain economic self-
sufficiency, personal dignity, and to help 
themselves by selling a newspaper to 
earn an income rather than beg. More 
than 350 homeless men and women 
purchased and sold more than 60,000 
issues of StreetWise within the first five 
weeks!

Over the past 25 years, more than 
12,000 men and women have taken a 
hand up – not a hand out! Collectively 
they have sold more than 19 million 

copies of StreetWise. Selling StreetWise 
is a job. Our vendors are self-employed 
entrepreneurs.

Our success is due to the commitment, 
dedication, and persistence of our 
StreetWise magazine vendors.  They go 
out each day to greet you – their loyal 
customers. It is because of your support 
that our vendors can pay rent, utilities, 
purchase food and clothing, and even 
save some money.  

We had such a great time celebrating 
the founding and growth of StreetWise 
over the past 25 years. We hosted 
a VIP reception with our 25 Most 
Significant People in the History of 
StreetWise: honorees who are vital to 
the growth, sustainability, and future of 

StreetWise. Our vendors had a party 
at StreetWise headquarters, and some 
of us hit the streets to celebrate our 
birthday by selling the magazine and 
raising awareness on August 24.  All 
of this capped off with our annual gala 
on August 28 as we celebrated with 
more than 425 guests and raised over 
$200,000. See the pictures and images 
below over our last 25 years and our 
anniversary celebrations. 

These celebrations have been a 
reminder of the community of support 
that has kept us going for 25 years. 
Thank you!  

And here's to the next 25 years.
On August 17, honorees, 
StreetWise Board members, 
Associates Board, staff, and 
vendors gathered to share stories, 
view memorabilia and mingle 
to start out StreetWise's month 
of celebration at the Weinberg/
Newton Gallery VIP reception.

On Thursday, October 28, StreetWise 
held its largest fundraiser yet with over 
450 attendees and earned more than 

$200,000 for the organization. The 
program included a welcome from 

CEO Julie Youngquist and Board Chair 
and honoree Pete Kadens, followed by 

enlightening words from honoree and 
former vendor Lonnie Mosley and honoree 

Michael Clune, a live auction, and an 
empowering speech from JB Pritzker.
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2018 Board of Directors Financials
revenues

38% Events $284,571
27% Magazine Social Enterprise $203, 879

24% Fundraising $179,937
11% Programs $79,813

expenses
59% Personnel $446,980

16% Operations/Administration $119,571
13% Direct program expenses $102,963

12% events $90,912
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62         Individuals 
         daily 
visit streetwise to get a meal, use phones, 
use computers, and build community

15,000+
Meals were served 
in the streetwise Café

HOUSING
60% Homeless/Unstable Housing
40% Renting/Subsidized housing

7%
 VETERANS 54%

 disabled

supportive servicesSnapshot of Participants

StreetWise Café
The StreetWise Café provides 
open access for all individuals 

to have hot meals each day, 
as well as access to a phone, 

emergency clothing, and 
hygiene kits. It also provides 
a computer resource center 

for job searching, email, 
communications access, 

computer training, and 
research. Over 15,000 meals 

were served at the StreetWise 
Café in 2017 alone.

Supportive Services provide additional 
support and break down barriers to 
personal stability and employment. 
Supportive Services provide access 
to hot meals on-site each day through 
StreetWise Café, access to a phone, 
emergency clothing, and hygiene 
kits. Supportive Services also provide 
direct support and linkages to an array 
of social service programs, including 
housing and shelter placement, public 
benefits assistance, medical referral, legal 
assistance, and financial literacy.

1,700+
individuals accessed 
the Streetwise 
computer resource center

4,000 visits
to social workers

Supportive Service visits
42%  Magazine vendor support

21% housing/shelter assistance
15% State ID/Documents

14% Health/Mental Health/other referrals
8% other support
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The MAgazine Vendor Program
The StreetWise vendors are entrepreneurs. They earn 
their money! The StreetWise badge has more than their 
picture or identification number. The badge gives a 
vendor the right to sell the magazine on public property. 
But it is so much more than a badge - it is a symbol of 
pride, human dignity, and making an honest living. The 
badge distinguishes a vendor from a panhandler. The 
badge also is a symbol of community as vendors assist, 
support and advocate for their fellow vendors. 

LOOK FOR THE BADGE!
Behind the badge is a trained, recognized, 
and legitimate entrepreneur looking for a 
hand up, not a hand-out.
For more information about the magazine 
sales program contact Amanda Jones at 
ajones@streetwise.org or call 
(773) 334-6600.

Gwendolyn
StreetWise vendor Gwen has 
lived in Chicago her whole life. 
Before coming to StreetWise she 
relied on panhandling as her main 
source of income. It wasn’t until the 
police stopped her on the corner of 
Roosevelt and Wabash and told her 
about StreetWise, where she could make 
money selling papers, that she decided 
to make a change and join the StreetWise 
community. Gwen started selling StreetWise 
a short time after the magazine launched in 1992 and 
remains a part of the team today. She has since moved locations, 
“I came up on Broadway and Roscoe... but now I’m in Andersonville, on 
Catalpa and Berwyn.” She’s been selling there for the past three years. 

Over the years Gwen has gained a lot of experience that has helped her learn 
new techniques when it comes to selling. She tries to remain positive and 
friendly, “I like to communicate with people, I talk to people, I go out there every 
morning faithfully.” Her go-to slogan when selling the magazine has always 
been, “Good morning, StreetWise today.” But the communication doesn’t end 
there. Gwen likes to build personal relationships with her customers and says 
she feels a growing amount of support and love from the community. “I’d like 
to thank Andersonville for their love and support through the tragedy I went 
through losing my fiancé. I want to thank them for their support in everything.” 
Gwen smiled as she reflected on the relationships she has built throughout the 
years. 

If it weren’t for StreetWise Gwen mentioned that she would probably still be 
panhandling for money. Selling StreetWise has given her communication skills, 
love and support that panhandling never did. “I got to know a lot of people in 
the neighborhood... I love the kids and they love me. I watch the dogs for a 
customer while he goes and gets his coffee,” said Gwen. These relationships 
keep her positive and continue to give her a reason to wake up every morning 
and sell the magazine. 

Although Gwen has found success and happiness selling StreetWise, things 
haven’t always been easy for her. She has been clean for years now since her 
past drug addiction, “I overcame it because I was tired of being sick and tired. I 
joined a church: the Apostolic Church of God, and I got saved three years ago. 
I’m positive about myself today, when I wasn’t before. I thank God today that I’m 
positive and that God is leading me through life today.” 

Spending time with her family, playing dominos with her grandkids and getting 
her alone time are all things she does to stay positive and focused. Gwen says 
she wants to continue to attend her church and help others to keep herself on 
this successful journey. 

Vendors sold

25o,000+ 
magazines

297
Magazine
vendors
in 2017

Male
81%

FeMale
18%

Transgender
1%
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Race
72% African-American

19% white
5% Hispanic

3% other
1% US Indian/Alaska Native
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Tommie

Streetwise transitional employment program (STEP)
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I found StreetWise, or better yet, StreetWise 
found me, at a time when my primary focus 
was getting back to work and school. My ex-
perience with the job transition program (STEP) 
has been overwhelmingly positive. For me, the 
STEP program is more than just finding a job. 
In addition to helping me with my resumé and 
assisting me in locating employment opportu-
nities, the program has been great with helping 
me research and find resources for my health 
care needs so I can get back on my feet, pur-
sue my passions, and be successful. 

Computers are my first love. I attended college 
for computer technology and multi-media web 
design. I’m passionate about anything tech-re-
lated, so exploring opportunities where I could 
expand my knowledge on the topic is what 
brought me to MicroTrain computer training 
school. I chose MicroTrain so I could learn at 
my own pace and develop my computer skills. 
With this education, I hope to bring these skills 
with me to the workforce. Coupled with the 
STEP program, the certifications I get through 
MicroTrain get me that much closer to my goal 
of landing a steady job in which I can share my 
skills with other people. 

To those who don’t know me, I am just your 
average everyday dude who likes the simpler 
things in life. I try to avoid unnecessary com-
plication at all costs. If I had the opportunity, 
I would teach simple computer skills in a way 
that the average person could understand. I 
can break down the complex into its simplest 
forms to help people grasp the concepts so 
they have the tools to succeed as well. Ulti-
mately, knowledge and spreading education 
is my passion these days. I want to know as 
much as I can about as many different possible 
subjects so I can share the truth with others. I 
refuse to be ignorant. 

I like to engage in conversation and talk about 
the issues that affect society. The STEP pro-
gram is equipping me with resources so I can 
secure employment and continue to enlighten 
my community in a meaningful way. Sharing 
knowledge with other people who may not 
have access to the resources to stay informed 
is essential in order to strengthen our commu-
nities. Regardless of the complexities of the sit-
uation at hand, just remember—keep it simple. 

StreetWise's Transitional Employment Program is aimed at assisting hard-to-employ job seekers in gaining sustainable 
employment in the formal labor market. This program emphasizes communication, problem-solving, workplace behavior 
and other life skills aimed at eliminating personal barriers to employment. Employment Specialists assist with resumé 
development, interview skills, job search techniques, and job placement. All participants have access to ongoing 
support from a job coach to maintain employment with our partners in the hospitality, home healthcare, event security 
and light manufacturing sectors.

participants in the 
streetwise transitional 
employment program 
(STEP) in 201774

Men

WoMen

0510152025

55-64
45-54
35-44
25-34
18-24

Ages

Race
68% African-American
22% white
5% asian
4% Hispanic
1% other
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StreetWise Magazine
2017 Cover Story 
Journalists

StreetWise magazine is among the 
largest “street papers” in the United 
States and serves as a model for 
street papers across North America. 
The editorial staff works hard to 
provide intriguing articles about 
today’s important issues as well as 
entertaining stories to enhance the 
reader’s daily life. By engaging the 
unemployed and underemployed 
as vendors, StreetWise is able to 
personalize the face of Chicago’s 
poor, while providing each person 
with a viable income opportunity.

Suzette Bross

Jonathan Corvin-Blackburn

Nina Dong

Eamonn Forde

Stefano Lampertico

Dave Hamilton

Suzanne Hanney

Alexandria Johnson

Laura Kelly

Jenna Marcel

Sophie Nibbio

Ranya O’Connor

Rebecca Parkinson

Anastasia Safioleas

Alexandria Spillman

Jenni Spinner

Jasmine Stewart

Kimberly Wong

StreetWise is proud to be part of the 
International Network of Street Papers (INSP). 

INSP provides support, advice, and 
resources to 100+ street papers in 
34 countries, bringing content to 5.5 
million readers and supporting 9,300 
vendors worldwide. 
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Harri Hoffman 
     Family Foundation, Inc,
Joanne and Richard Hoffman
Alyson Horwitz
Lule Jusufi
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Merchant Giving Project 
Creates Positive Social Change
 
Merchant Giving Project is a social enterprise 
helping businesses make a positive impact 
through charitable giving. Jeff Campion, founder 
of Merchant Giving Project, set out to build the 
ideal merchant services business. “After creating 
a portfolio of 3000+ processing businesses, I 
thought it was time to put my knowledge to good 
use,” Campion said.  He began an electronic 
payments company that offers clients lower 
processing fees and a convenient way to 
support nonprofits.

By setting up charities as beneficiaries for 
businesses, Merchant Giving Project creates a 
win-win situation for its clients and nonprofits.  
Nonprofits enjoy a new revenue stream 
and businesses enjoy lower cost electronic 
payment fees while providing a positive social 
impact to their local community.

In fact, the first charitable organization 
affiliated with Merchant Giving Project 
was StreetWise. Former Associate Board 
member Matt Odem introduced Campion 
to StreetWise. Since then Merchant 
Giving Project has provided over $3,000 
to StreetWise. StreetWise is extremely 
grateful to Merchant Giving Project and the 
businesses that direct a portion of their 
electronic payment fees to StreetWise. 

Working with business owners and 
charities alike, Campion prides himself on 
the business community he has created. 
He continues to develop Merchant Giving 
Project as a social enterprise that offers 
more than merchant services.
 
To learn more about how your business 
could support StreetWise by processing 
electronic payments with Merchant 
Giving Project visit, http://www.
merchantgivingproject.org/services.
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Susan Bohm
Kate Borghgraef
Virginia Bova
Laura Brayman
Devida and Charles Braverman
Bright Funds Foundation
Michael Bryant
Maggie Burke
Mary Byrn
Mark Casey
Jean Chapman
Irene Chavez-Pimsler
Chicago Book Expo
Kathleen I. Church
Susan and David Cobin
Mark and Joni Scott Croll
Colleen Curran
Curb Clean LLC
Adam Damerow
Rodell Dawson
Kristen Dennis
James Dertz
Jill and Brad Donaldson
Pat Drugan
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American Association 
     of Diabetes Educators
Baderbrau
Beer on Clark
Begyle Brewing
BMP Film Co.
Columbia College
Daily Planet Productions
DJ Doug
Eli’s Cheesecake
The Empowerment Plan
Evanston Lighthouse Rotary
First Slice
The Harbinger Group
Harley Davidson
Inspiration Corporation
Jim Beam
Marcel Digital
The Marketing Store/
     We Are Unlimited
Pam Marvel
Niles Township Food Pantry
Productive Displays
The Residents of Madison 
     at Racine Apartments
Salvation Army
Syncro Studio
Trustwave
Weinberg/Newton Gallery
Wines for Humanity
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Donors

meet

Gifts up to $99 (continued)
Susan Druffel
Lucille Dupes
Ellen Edwards
Lynda Edwards
Keith Egging
Dale Emmet
Epic Burger
Tracy Epton
Christine Fairbairn
Steven Farsht
Karen Fasoli
Tiffany Fordyce
Christine Friese
Marlene S. Fuentes
Teola and Lisa Gardner
Matt Gold
George Gordon, Jr.
Daniel Gore
Michael Gotham
Jeffery Gottstein
Matthew Gregg
Patricia Groh
Beverly Gumola
Suzanne Hanney
Megan Hasbrouck
Erin Helms
Christine Helmick
Mark Hertzberg
John Higginson
David Ho

Patrick J. Hogan SVD
Walter Houston
Illlinois Tool Works Foundation
David Isaacson
Jennifer Izban
Joseph Kaczmarski, III
Christopher Kanich
Bryan Kelly
June Kirk
Steven Kleinman
Alfred Klinger
Catherine and Ernest Kosciuk
Mahek Kothari
Annette Krenz
Lucas Lasche
Deborah and Stuart Lee
Nancy Leonard
Conner Madley
Robert and Jean Mamola
Martha McConnell
Elizabeth McErlean
John McShea
Stephanie Mendoza
Susana Mendoza
Rosemary and Lester Moeller
Elliot Molk
Gladys Montemayer
Amy Weiss Narea
Justin Neagle
Stuart Nudelman
Gerald O'Donnell

Molly Older
Orly Telisman PR INC
Jennifer and Michael Olson
Opinions 4 Good
Leah Beth and Michael Ostrar
Kathryn Padro
Rosalie Piazza
Aaron Picus
Marc Primack
Scott Queen
Matthew Ransweiler
Michael Rathsack
Alice and Richard Reich
Deborah Roberts
Jamie Romick
Miriam and Stuart Rosenbush
Marilyn and Gary Rubin
Marcy Ruesch
Edmond Russ
Alan Saleski
Clayton Schultz
Richard Schieler
Julie and Robert Schlossberg
Dylan Schweitzer
Aviv Shalgi
Steven Sheputis
Margee Simeo
Adam Sidoti
Robin Simon
Steven Sklar
Lisa Smith

Karen A P Smith
Mary Beth and Michael Speer
Janette Spitzer
Bradley Spirrison
Henry Sprague
Mary and Paul Springer
Kathy Stathos
Stan's Donuts
Marilyn Steenwyk
Roger Sullivan
James Taylor
Melissa Thormley
Jeanette Torok
Erin Trybulec
Edith and Edward Turkington
Chad Vangsness
Matthew Vickery
Ted Wachholz
Richard Weiland
Eleanor Weiss-Zoub
Karen and Richard White
Lisa Yondorf
Gloria Zieve

StreetWise is grateful for the 
support of all our donors
For any additions or corrections 
to theis list, please contact Kathy 
Gregg at kgregg@streetwise.org

Thank you volunteers

Scott Marvel, president of Daily Planet (a full-service Chicago 
video production company) and founder of Teetsy (a T-shirt 
and poster design company) was looking for a way to bring 
his resources and network together to make a difference 
in Chicago. In a chance encounter, Tony, a homeless man, 
happened to ask Scott for help to get clothing for a job 
interview. Scott did one better. He created a custom design, 
hand screened the T-shirts and gave them to Tony to sell. 
An idea was born.

Now in its third year, Giveashi*t has grown in size and scope 
but has remained true to the core vision – to harness the 
creative power of local artists who create custom designs 
that are hand screened onto T-shirts that are sold by and 
with StreetWise vendors to make a powerful impact on the 
community. This year, 20 local artists, including Jeff Tweedy 
from Wilco, designed T-shirts – you can see the designs 
at www.giveashirt.net – and so far, raised $43,000. Since 
the Daily Planet donates all the materials, supplies, and 
time, 100 percent of the proceeds from each sale benefits 
StreetWise and StreetWise vendors. We truly appreciate this 
partnership and are so inspired by the generosity of Scott 
Marvel, Judith Zwirn, Jeannine Ringland-Zwirn, Pam Marvel 
and the entire Daily Planet team.

Olivia Baker
Diana Bardusk
Rebecca Benson
Caris Bing
Gregory Boudreaux
Suzette Bross
Christine Carter-Eggers
Emma Chernoff
Bill Coats
Jeffrey Chow
Rachel Cline
Charlie Connelly

Sarah Davis
The Deyo Family
Nina Dong
Sara Gentis
Bill Glader
Mike Gregg
Devereux Hall
Kathleen Hinkel
Aimee Huss
Vanessa King
Brittany Korb
Tony Landers

Devon Lane
Jenna Marcel
William Marler
Andrew Moreno
Monica Nelson
Sophie Nibbio
Emma Palmer
Tyrone Palmer
Becky Parkinson
Susie Sniderman
Kristen Stowa
Tiasha Stevenson

Jasmine Stewart
Jessica Tannenbaum
Trinity College
Erica Tursi
Lorry Wangard
Kimberly Wong
Ellie Youngquist
Mark Youngquist
Nathan Youngquist
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Empowering people to work Since 1992


