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StreetWise Mission
To empower the entrepreneurial spirit through the dignity of self-employment by providing Chicagoans facing homelessness with a 
combination of supportive services, workforce development resources and immediate access to gainful employment.

What StreetWise Is
StreetWise, Inc. is a dynamic and innovative employment agency that empowers people to work and provides access to the resources 
they need to bring dignity and self-sufficiency to their lives. The StreetWise model offers immediate access to employment through the 
Magazine Vendor Program. For those seeking traditional employment, the StreetWise Transitional Employment Program offers intensive 
job readiness and placement opportunities. These programs are strengthened by the Supportive Services program that provides direct 
assistance, referral and advocacy around housing, income stability, food and clothing, linkages to medical or mental health services, 
substance abuse or domestic violence services, as well as referrals for legal services.
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film pass is 
$48. Ciff2.
sites.goelevent.
com. 

February 
27 - March 22 
'Day of Absence' 
When: Fri 8 p.m.; Sat 3 & 8 p.m.; 
Sun 3 p.m. 
Where: Richard Christiansen 
Theatre, 2433 N. Lincoln Ave. 
What: Congo Square Theatre 
commemorates its 20th anniver-
sary season with a rare produc-
tion of this satirical classic by 
Douglas Turner Ward. This play 
recounts the emergencies that 
happen when a Southern town is 
faced with the sudden disap-
pearance of all its black and 
brown citizens. The reimagined 
production is directed by Congo 
Square ensemble member 
Anthony Irons. $35 at congo-
squaretheatre.org. 

February 27 - 
March 29 
'The Pillowman' 
When: Thurs - Sat 7:30 p.m.; 
Sun 2:30 p.m.
Where: The Gift Theatre, 4802 
N. Milwaukee Ave.
What: Martin McDonagh’s “The 
Pillowman,” directed by Laura 
Alcalá Baker, is about a writer 
who realizes his tales are unex-
pectedly coming true, and finds 
himself before two investigators 
who want more than answers. 
"The Pillowman" doesn’t shy 
away in this dark and twisted 
story. Tickets start at $40 at 
thegifttheatre.org. 

February 28 
Citizenship Seminar and 
Immigrant Resources Fair 
When: 9:30 a.m. 
Where: Harold Washington 
Library, 400 S. State St. 
What: Join the U.S. Citizen-
ship and Immigration Services 
(USCIS) for an immigrant com-
munity conference and benefits 
fair. Participants will learn more 
about the naturalization process 
and have an opportunity to 
speak with USCIS representa-
tives and service providers. The 
event also offers mock inter-
views and eligibility screenings 
for citizenship. chipublib.com. 
FREE. 

Film Screening: 'Harriet' 
When: 2 p.m. 
Where: Harold Washington 
Library, 400 S. State St. 
What: The library will be show-
ing the true story of Harriet 
Tubman and her quest to lead 
hundreds of slaves to freedom 
on the Underground Railroad. 
This 2019 movie stars Cynthia 
Erivo, Leslie Odom Jr. and Joe 
Alwyn. chipublib.com. FREE. 

February 28 
Called to Create 
Public Art Workshop 
When: 6 - 8 p.m. 

Where: UIC School of 
Art, 929 W. Harrison St.

What: Come experience the 
creative workshops that One 
Heart One Soul facilitates inside 
drop-in centers, transitional 
homes, and shelters. Create 
your own artwork and learn 
how you can help support 
youth experiencing homeless-
ness in Chicago. FREE.
www.artandarthistory.uic.edu. 

Leap Into Art: Gallery Walk 
and Silent Auction 
When: 6 - 10 p.m. 
Where: Mason Hall, 
941 W. Lawrence Ave. 
What: This gala will feature 
Chicago’s South Side world-
renowned artist Gerald Griffin. 
Auction items will include 
paintings, photographs, stained 
glass, and more. $50, proceeds 
benefit The Peoples Church of 
Chicago. More info at 
prestonbradley.org. 

Tickled Pink for Bright Pink 
When: 8 p.m. - 1 a.m. 
Where: Rockwell on the River, 
3057 N. Rockwell St. 
What: This event will feature 
chef stations from Chicago's 
top restaurants, live music, 
dancing, an open bar, a silent 
auction and more. Proceeds 
benefit Bright Pink, the only 
national non-profit organization 
focusing on the prevention and 
early detection of breast and 
ovarian cancer. $115 tickets, but 
the price will be higher the day 
of. More info at tickledpinkchi-
cago.com. 

-compiled by Rachel Koertner 

February 27 

Material Poems 
When: 6 - 8 p.m. 
Where: Poetry Foundation, 
61 W. Superior St. 
What: This is a drop-in creative 
writing and art-making work-
shop in which participants will 
investigate how poems "mate-
rialize" through interaction with 
the physical world in the works 
of Jen Bervin, Cecilia Vicuña, 
and others. During the hands-
on portion of the workshop, 
participants will practice using 
uncommon materials to craft 
original poems. Poetryfounda-
tion.org. FREE. 
 
Re-envisioning Masculinity 
When: 7 p.m. 
Where: Women & Children First, 
5233 N. Clark St.
What: This is a public work-
shop where Dr. Ada Cheng will 
host dialogue examining toxic 
masculinity. There will be mini-
presentations, critical dialogues 
and video clips. Cheng is a 
professor-turned-storyteller, 
performing artist, and storytelling 
show producer. Womenandchil-
drenfirst.com. FREE. 

February 27 - 
March 1 
Irish Film Festival 
When: Various 
Where: Various 
What: The Chicago Irish Film 
Festival (CIFF) is dedicated to 
presenting the works of Irish 
filmmakers of all genres. Single 
movie tickets are $12, but a 
three-film pass is $30, and a five-

February 28 - 
March 1 
Chicago Golf Show 
When: Fri 12 - 7 p.m.; 
Sat 9:30 a.m. - 6 p.m.; 
Sun 9:30 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
Where: Donald E. Stephens 
Convention Center, 5555 N. 
River Rd., Rosemont 
What: See and swing the 
year’s newest golf equipment, 
take 1-on-1 full swing and put-
ting lessons from Illinois PGA 
teaching professionals, get up 
close and personal with top 
PGA pros and golf celebrities, 
receive special show offers on 
golf apparel and equipment, 
and more. Tickets are $6 for 
Friday and $11 for Saturday 
and Sunday at chicagogolf-
show.com. 

February 28 - 
March 2 
C2E2 (Chicago Comic and 
Entertainment Expo)
When: Fri & Sat 10 a.m. - 7 
p.m.; Sun 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
Where: McCormick Place, 
2301 S. King Drive 
What: This is the largest com-
ic, cosplay and pop culture 
convention in Chicago. There 
will be celebrities (Mark Ruffalo 
(Avengers), George Takei (Star 
Trek), Stephen Amell (Arrow) 
and many more), plus unique 
exhibitors, comic artists and 
literary authors. 
C2E2 is 

also home to the C2E2 Crown 
Championships of Cosplay 
- the final stop in a global com-
petition series. If ordered online 
in advance, tickets are $35 on 
Friday, $45 on Saturday, and 
$40 on Sunday, but there is a 
3-day pass for $95. The price 
will be higher the day of. More 
info at c2e2.com. 

February 28 - 
March 15 
Jewish Film Festival 
When: Various 
Where: Various 
What: The 7th annual JCC 
Chicago Jewish Film Festival 
will have 52 films and over 90 
screenings of all genres, for 
all generations. These films 
will inform, inspire and ignite 
emotion. They honor Jewish 
filmmakers, writers, actors and 
those committed to repair-
ing the world through artistic 
expression. $13 at jccfilmfest.
jccchicago.org. 

February 29 
Chicago Conscious Closet 
Club: Mending Edition 
When: 3 - 6 p.m. 
Where: Mata Traders, 5112 N. 
Ravenswood Ave. 
What: Conscious Closet Club 
includes a mending circle, a 
Visible Mending Workshop, a 
tour of Mata Traders, a brain-
storming session, and a happy 
hour. Everyone is welcome, 
regardless of their level of 

mending experience. FREE, 
but the Visible Mending 

Workshop is $15. 
Chicagofairtrade.

org. 

March 2 
Play On concert 
When: 7 p.m. 
Where: City Winery, 1200 W. 
Randolph St. 
What: Merit School of Music 
is staging this concert featur-
ing alum Marquis Hill, who is 
an internationally renowned 
musician, composer and 
bandleader. Joining him will be 
Detroit-based jazz pianist Alexis 
Lombre and Chicago singer/

songwriter Christine Whack 
as emcee. This benefit is 

for music education. 
Tickets start at $25 
at citywinery.com/
chicago. 

March 4 - 8 
Alvin Ailey American 

Dance Theatre 
When: Wed - Fri 7:30 p.m.; 
Sat 2 & 8 p.m.; Sun 3 p.m. 
Where: Auditorium Theatre of 
Roosevelt University, 
50 E. Ida B. Wells Drive
What: This beloved dance 
company will be returning to 
its Chicago home of more than 
50 years as a visiting resident 
company. Presenting premieres, 
new productions, timeless 
classics, and audience favorites, 
the dancers are known for their 
incredible artistry and mastery 
of modern, ballet, hip-hop, and 
a variety of dance techniques. 
Tickets start at $35 on 
auditoriumtheatre.org. 

February 29 - 
May 24 
NKAME: 
A Retrospective of Cuban 
Printmaker Belkis Ayón 
When: Mon - Fri 10 a.m. - 7 
p.m.; Sat & Sun 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
Where: Chicago Cultural Cen-
ter, 78 E. Washington St. 
What: This retrospective is the 
first in the U.S. dedicated to the 
work of 
Belkis 

Ayón, 
the late Cu-
ban visual artist and printmaker 
who created an independent 
visual iconography. The exhibi-
tion’s 47 prints encompass a 
wide range of the artist’s graphic 
production, including her 
signature calligraphy technique 
- a printing process combining 
materials of various textures and 
absorbencies. Opening preview 
on Fri, Feb 28 at 5 - 8 p.m. 
www.chicago.gov. FREE. 

March 1 
Polar Plunge 
When: 10 a.m. 
Where: North Avenue Beach, 
1600 N. Lake Shore Drive 
What: Take the challenge 
to jump in Lake Michigan for 
Special Olympics Chicago, 
celebrating its 20th anniversary 
with the 2020 Polar Plunge. All 
funds raised will benefit Special 
Olympics Chicago athletes, 
covering program costs such as 
transportation, sports equip-
ment, team uniforms and food. 
A post-plunge "Melt Down 
Party" will have music, food, a 
cash bar and more. Register for 
you or your team at secure.qgiv.
com/event/socpolarplunge2020. 
Plungers must raise $200. 

Activities
& Events

"The Pillowman" Congo Square Theatre artwork. "Harriet" still courtesy of Martin Chase Productions. C2E2 courtesy photo. Marquis Hill photo by FONT. Alvin Ailey American Dance Theatre courtesy photo.
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SportsWise
“SportsWise” is our street-level view of sports by vendors Russell Ad-
ams, Donald Morris, John Hagan and executive assistant Patrick Ed-
ward. The foursome discuss sports in the news and things that simply 
intrigue them and prompt their research. The column is modeled after 
“The Sportswriters,” a show with four guys chatting around a poker 
table that appeared on radio and then television from the 1970s to the 
late 1990s. The foursome included boxing promoter and public rela-
tions man Ben Bentley, the Daily Southtown’s Bill Gleason, Chicago 
Tribune writer Bill Jauss and Rick Telander, who began with Sports 
Illustrated and is now with the Chicago Sun-Times.

Writers' Group
StreetWise’s Writers' Group is a weekly event, and it welcomes vendors and the random StreetWise visitor—anyone who, 
simply, has a passion for writing. The group meets for an hour on Friday and anything not finished that day is carried over to 
the following week. A couple of topics they’ve discussed and written about: 1) If you could do anything different in regard to 
work/career, what would you want to do and why? 2) Within the magazine, what are your favorite features—and why?

It’s a fun group—each writer has the possibility of being published!—and it's only going to grow.

Current Events
This group meets once a week to read through the current StreetWise 
magazine together. When a vendor knows what’s inside the issue, it 
really helps them sell more! These vendors also have the chance to 
help those in the group who don’t find reading as easy as others do. 
This collaborative group supports each other as they read through 
each and every article. Plus, vendors who participate get five free 

magazines, which can be a great way to earn some extra money!

Wellness Warriors
The Wellness Warriors are StreetWise’s Health and Wellness group, 
run by volunteer Sara Gentis. The group meets weekly to learn about 
healthy diet and nutrition, and the role of nutrition in the prevention 
and management of chronic health issues such as obesity, high blood 
pressure and diabetes; personal hygiene and general wellness are 
also covered. They were the inspiration behind the new StreetWise 
To-Go Program, where volunteer groups donate brown bag lunches 
with sandwiches, fruit and a drink.  They also inspired the Fresh Time 
Program where fresh fruits, vegetables, and whole grains are deliv-
ered weekly, thanks to a generous donor. 

2020 Board 
of Directors
Ben Swartz
Chairman
Marcel Digital

Mica Matsoff
Vice Chair
Children First Foundation

Laura Reff
Vice Chair

Johnathan Reinsdorf
Vice Chair
FroogalPay, LLC

Aaron Friedman
Treasurer
Walgreens Boot Alliance

Deana Haynes
Secretary
JLL 
Directors

Bradley Akers
Buyhive Technologies, Inc.
Bruce Crane
Retired/Crane Carton Company

Andrew Feichter
William Blair & Company

Amol Gavankar
KPMG

Scott Goldstein
Acorn Investment Partners / Streeterville Productions

Jon Hennessy
Independent Investor and Nonprofit Consultant

Brandon McGhee
The Hanover Insurance Group

Adam Meek
Brownfield Management Associates

Sarah Neukom
EPS Presents

Ajay Pattani
Perfect Search Media

Ted Perlstein
AMTRAV Corporate Travel

Karen Pittenger
Black Olive Co.

Pat Quinn
Former Illinois Governor

Scott Steward
Project Tech Teens

Neema Varghese
NV Consulting Services

Pete Kadens
Chairman Emeritus
Kadens Holdings

The Honorable Danny Davis
Emeritus
US Congressman 7th District

Judd Lofchie
Emeritus / Founder
Judd Lofchie & Associates

2020 Associates Board
Stephanie Itkonen	
President	
JLL

Andrea Behringer	
Vice President / Secretary	
Spotify

Andrew Robinson	
Treasurer	
Northwestern University

Ilana Borzak		
Reality Check

George Mavrogenes		
Legacy Commercial Property

Zareena Meyn		
mRelief

Ike Murov		
Players Sport & Social Group

Jill Osborn		
HYLA Mobile

Dylan Schweitzer		
First Analysis

Brandon McGhee	
Board of Directors Liaison	
The Hanover Insurance Group

StreetWise Staff
Julie Youngquist
Chief Executive Officer

Russell Adams
Maintenance

A. Allen
Field Supervisor

Patrick Edwards
Executive Assistant

John Hagan
Field Supervisor

Dave Hamilton
Creative Director / Publisher

Suzanne Hanney
Editor-in-Chief 
Keith Hardiman
Cashier

Amanda Jones
Program Director

Ron Madere
Magazine Sales Manager

Alexandria Maloney
Employment Specialist

Admin StreetWise Life



About Us

Supportive 
Services
Supportive Services provide additional 
support and break down barriers to personal 
stability and employment. Supportive 
Services provide access to hot meals on-site 
each day through StreetWise Café, access 
to a phone, emergency clothing, and hygiene 
kits. Supportive Services also provide direct 
support and linkages to an array of social 
service programs, including housing and 
shelter placement, public benefits assistance, 
medical referral, legal assistance, and 
financial literacy.

The Magazine 
Vendor Program

The StreetWise vendors are 
entrepreneurs. They earn their money! 
The StreetWise badge has more than 

their picture or identification number. The 
badge gives a vendor the right to sell the 
magazine on public property. But it is so 
much more than a badge - it is a symbol 

of pride, human dignity, and making an 
honest living. The badge distinguishes 

a vendor from a panhandler. The badge 
also is a symbol of community as vendors 

assist, support and advocate for their 
fellow vendors. 

StreetWise 
Transitional 
Employment 
Program (STEP)
StreetWise's Transitional Employment 
Program is aimed at assisting hard-to-
employ job seekers in gaining sustainable 
employment in the formal labor market. 
This program emphasizes communication, 
problem-solving, workplace behavior and 
other life skills aimed at eliminating personal 
barriers to employment. Employment 
Specialists assist with resumé development, 
interview skills, job search techniques, and 
job placement. All participants have access 
to ongoing support from a job coach to 
maintain employment with our partners in the 
hospitality, home healthcare, event security 
and light manufacturing sectors.

StreetWise 
Magazine

StreetWise magazine is among the largest 
“street papers” in the United States and 

serves as a model for street papers 
across North America. The editorial 

staff works hard to provide intriguing 
articles about today’s important issues 

as well as entertaining stories to enhance 
the reader’s daily life. By engaging the 

unemployed and underemployed as 
vendors, StreetWise is able to personalize 
the face of Chicago’s poor, while providing 

each person with a viable income 
opportunity.
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Russell Adams
Clark & Lake and Washington & Wells

“StreetWise means a lot to me, it’s my 
way to survive. StreetWise is my job and 

I take it very seriously.” 

Lois Ellington
STEP Participant

“It’s a joy to come to StreetWise whether 
you’re a vendor or in the STEP program; 

you always find laughter. It’s like a 
family.” 

A. Allen
Chicago & Franklin

“When I came to StreetWise I was 
unemployable. Now I can provide for 
my family, and I am looking at some 
avenues to run my own business.” 

Gerald Farmer
Vernon & Park Avenue, Glencoe

“StreetWise keeps me working, and now 
I have been able to get insurance.” 

Addie M. Bell
Chicago & Hamilton, Evanston

“I love walking out the front door and 
telling everybody I am on my way to 

work.” 
 

Gwendolyn Freeman
Clark & Catalpa

“StreetWise means a chance to 
change and make something of my life 
today. Plus, I love all of my StreetWise 

customers!” 

Fredricka Bowman
Huron & Fairbanks

“StreetWise has given me the 
opportunity to develop skills and to 

be employed. Now I hope to share my 
story.” 

Steve Garron
Pedway, Macy's Entrance, Under 111 N. State St.

“Because of StreetWise I was able to 
go back to school and get my security 

license.” 

Kimberly Brown 
111th & Ellis

“StreetWise is such a blessing to me. 
I have been able to have a steady job, 
pay my rent and bills, and keep food 

on the table. It makes me feel so much 
peace.” 

Leroy Grant Jr.
Evanston

“Now I’m not on the street with a cup 
and a sign. StreetWise has helped me 

get a place, so I’m really happy.” 

Carolyn Duffy 
Granville & Broadway

“I’m alive each day, and I’m no longer 
in a shelter. I interact with people and 

enjoy it.” 

Lawrence Anthony
Jackson & Dearborn

“StreetWise can be like a family. It helps 
my spirit and keeps me going.” 

10 11
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Roosevelt Harris
Broadway & Barry

“To me, StreetWise means hope. I was 
able to participate in a sobriety program 
and even pay rent. It gave me a base to 

start getting things better.” 

Lee A. Holmes
Ashland & Webster and Clark & Deming
“StreetWise means entry-level 

entrepreneurship and a way to make 
money.” 

Donald Morris
Clark & Dickens

“I want to continue to meet and get to 
know customers.” 

Christopher McClurge
Sheridan & Broadway

“Because of StreetWise, I have improved 
my communication skills. Now I want to 
care for others that are less fortunate.” 

Quincy Hunter
Division & Paulina

“StreetWise means just about everything 
to me. There’s so much that StreetWise 
has done for me and can do for others if 

they apply themselves.” 

Jeff Sirato
Chicago & State

“StreetWise means being self-employed 
and making money.” 

Anju Jain
STEP Participant

“Before, I had no job and no money, but 
because StreetWise helped me, soon I 
will be able to go back to my country.” 

Lindsey Slator
Wabash & Monroe

“Since becoming part of StreetWise, I 
have opened up a lot towards people, 
and I communicate more. StreetWise 

brought that out of me.” 

Robert Johnson
Fullerton & Sheffield

“StreetWise means a lot to me, I have 
been able to meet a lot of new people 

and make new friends.” 

Dean Smith
Wicker Park Area

“StreetWise has given me a better quality 
of life. I like the message that StreetWise 
gives. It’s a message of hope, a chance 

to break the homeless stigma.” 

DJ Lady David
Greenleaf & Western

“StreetWise means not having to 
panhandle.” 

John Hagan Jr.
Franklin & Adams

“StreetWise means I have an 
opportunity to be myself, and to be 

independent.” 
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Across

1 Actor Grant
5 Pouches
9 Annoy

12 Spring sign
14 Coffee order
15 Bonanza’s 

Blocker
16 Manet 

contemporary
17 Fall fl ower
18 Swelled head
19 Tailor-made
21 Shocked
23 No longer 

working 
(Abbr.)

25 Gr. letter
27 Kind of party
28 Gun, as an 

engine
29 Dessert fi re
31 Unruly crowd
34 Bring out
36 Tire fi ller
37 Ship’s front
39 Navigational

  aid
40 Baseball’s Mel
41 High-strung
42 Diplomacy
43 Reverence
44 Gofer’s job
45 Cozy room
46 Indistinct
48 Poetic 

contraction
49 Back then
51 Dashed
52 Ocean
53 Daze
56 Bottomless
58 Sun shade

59 City on the 
Mohawk

62 Red River city
66 Biblical high 

priest
67 Designer’s 

concern
68 Tire pattern
69 Favorite
70 Cool drinks
71 Brink

Down

1 Bounder
2 “___ you 

sure?”
3 18-wheeler
4 Bakery supply
5 Distress letters
6 Behave

7 Trickster
8 Boot camp 

boss
9 Concept

10 ___ to riches
11 Air mile
13 Compass pt.
14 Devil ray
20 Whip mark
22 Clothes basket
23 Fill up a gun 

again
24 Express
26 Type of golfer
28 Medical 

advice, often
29 Cone bearer
30 Drill part
32 Showy
33 Sarajevo 

locale

35 Snooze
38 Marries
40 Wise one
41 Give it a go
43 Cut short
44 Irish river
47 Speeder’s 

bane
50 Dutch cheese
52 Bowling 

score
53 Stride
54 Story
55 Condo, e.g.
57 Young newt
60 Bar stock
61 Romaine 

lettuce
63 Wine color
64 Joke
65 Lyric poem
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Solution

34 Take to the 
hills

35 Kill a fl y
37 Retired
39 Booty
42 Try
45 Blubber
46 Attache ___
47 Fragrant 

storage 
material

49 Aspirations
50 Garden-variety
51 Broadcast
52 Colleen
53 Has debts
54 Pigeon’s home
55 Sound quality
56 Destroy
57 Beige
59 Lingerie item
60 Brit. fl iers

Across

1 Renown
5 Golden rule 

word
9 Con game

13 Log home
14 Page
15 Cherish
16 Teenager
18 Domain
19 Benefi t
20 Kennedy and 

Turner, for 
two

21 Tangle
22 Time zone
23 Breakers
24 Beer barrel
25 Kipling’s 

Gunga ___
26 Condo, e.g.
28 Hubbub
31 Discover
34 Current
35 Sluggish
36 Criminal
38 Wildcatter’s

  concern
40 Deli side dish
41 Legume
43 Kilns
44 Your (Fr.)
45 Toe holders
46 Bunk
47 Bounder
48 Not this
50 Amigo
53 Music group, 

at time
56 Old autos
57 East of Eden

director 
Kazan

58 Golf club

59 Carnival 
attraction

61 Bunsen 
burner

62 Ready for 
picking

63 Zodiac sign
64 Clairvoyant
65 Social insects
66 Grubstake

Down

1 Withers
2 Cancel
3 Cow juice
4 Compass pt.
5 Gastric woe
6 Stephen 

King’s ___ 
Things

7 Sunburns

8 Frequently, in 
verse

9 Language 
type

10 Actress 
Witherspoon

11 Profess
12 Repast
13 Fear or Horn
17 Bowl over
21 Arrange
23 Harmonize
24 Fuzzy fruit
25 Sketched
27 Midday
28 Brews
29 Buffoon
30 Night fl iers
31 Enumerate
32 Model 

Macpherson
33 Wistful word

Find your nearest StreetWise Vendor at

www.streetwise.org

Crossword
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Games

James Tate
CTA Brown Line Damen Stop

“When I get done selling StreetWise I’m 
so grateful I now have a place to go.” 

Dorian Williams
STEP Participant

“StreetWise helps you get money in your 
pocket and that’s wonderful. It helps 

you improve yourself.” 

Don Smith
Dearborn & Maple

“StreetWise means not having to 
ask anybody for anything and being 

independent – anyone can do it.” 

Not Pictured
StreetWise serves 250+ 
vendors and StreetWise Transitional 
Employment Program (STEP) 
particpants every year!

StreetWise serves 50+ 
individuals each and 
every day to have a meal, use the 
phone, use computers, and build 
community!

The StreetWise 
Café provides access for all 
individuals to have hot meals each 
day, as well as access to a phone, 
emergency clothing, and hygiene 
kits. It provides a computer resource 
center for job searching, email, 
communications access, computer 
training, and research. Over 15,000 
meals were served at the StreetWise 
Café in 2017 alone.

StoryWise started in 2019 in collaboration with 
Groundswell Educational Films, Columbia College, 
and Chicago employers. StreetWise participants in 

the program learn digital storytelling, media arts 
collaboration and public engagement. Participants 

learn to engage with the audience and tell their 
stories. Along the way, they discover untapped 
talents and skill sets. By sharing these stories 

with the community, we hope to build connections 
between people that help individuals improve their 
opportunity for income. LISTEN, LEARN, SHARE.

www.StoryWiseChicago.org




